Template for Letters to Legislators
[Date]
[Legislator Name]
[Office Address]
Dear [Senator/Representative] [Last Name],
I’m writing as a constituent and a professional case manager to share concerns about the Department of Education’s proposed ruling on federal loan eligibility for graduate programs. If implemented as written, this policy would sharply limit which degrees qualify as “professional” and reduce federal loan access for most health and behavioral health graduate programs.
Under the proposal, only ten degrees named in a 1965 statute would qualify for higher federal loan limits. Graduate programs in nursing, social work, counseling, occupational therapy, physical therapy, respiratory therapy, and speech-language pathology would be capped at $20,500 per year, with a $100,000 aggregate limit. The Grad PLUS program would also be eliminated. These changes would cut available funding by more than half for the very professions that make up the core of today’s case management workforce.
Case managers depend on a strong interprofessional team. Limiting access to graduate education for these disciplines would make it harder for students to enter the field, worsen existing workforce shortages, and undermine the collaborative model that makes coordinated care possible. It would also disproportionately affect women and minorities, who represent much of the workforce in the affected professions.
The criteria driving this proposal were created long before case management or modern care coordination existed. They don’t reflect today’s healthcare landscape or the essential role these professionals play in supporting patients with complex needs.
I respectfully ask you to urge the Department of Education to revise this proposed policy and recognize nursing, social work, counseling, occupational therapy, physical therapy, respiratory therapy, speech-language pathology, and public health as professional degrees for federal loan purposes. Protecting access to these programs is essential for maintaining a strong, diverse healthcare workforce and ensuring patients receive safe, coordinated care.
Thank you for your attention to this issue and for your commitment to the wellbeing of the communities we serve. I would welcome the opportunity to discuss this further or provide insight from the field.
Sincerely,
[Your Name]
[Your Credentials/Title]
[Your Employer or Affiliation, if desired]
[Your City, State]
[Your Email Address]
[Your Phone Number]

